Russia’s Withdrawal from the War

27/03/07

Conditions in Russia by 1917:

-Terrible losses on the battlefield due to lack of equipment and poor leadership

-Tremendous German victories cut deep into Russian territory

-Poorly coordinated conscription sent too many farm boys to the front, causing little food to be produced for home consumption and famine in some Russian cities

-Men began to desert the frozen line, often instigated by revolutionaries (Bolsheviks: a communist political party and Marxists).  Officers were often killed as many men deserted for home.
Result:
-Riots break out in major Russian cities “Peace and bread!”

-Communist revolutionaries overthrow the government and execute Tsar Nicholas Romanov

-V.I. Lenin (new communist leader) asks for peace with Germany

-War ends between Germany and Russia (Germans keep large chunks of western Russia in an unfair treaty by Lenin and Russia)

-Armistice (cease fire) Dec.1917

-Capitulation (surrender) March 1918

-Treaty of Brest-Litovsk

Result:

-Russia out of the war

-Germans concentrate  forces in the West (Canada, Britain, and France)

